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1. Sustainable Development in the Arctic

While distant from the Arctic Circle, Côte d’Ivoire benefits from extractive industries and international legal norms, particularly those established by the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). Additionally, as both an arid and coastal country, Côte d’Ivoire recognizes the urgent need for sustainable development, both to ensure an environmentally secure future and to allow low- and lower- middle income countries to continue to grow economically. Extractive and commercial activities in the Arctic region could constitute a global ecological threat, especially as Arctic ice continues to melt, and could also affect the lifestyles of nearby indigenous communities, whose rights under Article 25 of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples should be considered. However, Côte d’Ivoire knows firsthand the potential economic benefits of extractive, shipping, and other industries, and the communities that could thereby benefit are also have the right to realize that benefit, as established by Article 11 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. While Côte d’Ivoire recognizes the need to balance disparate interests in such a dense, contested, ecologically significant region, it affirms that Member States must enjoy “permanent sovereignty over their natural resources,” a longstanding principle established in 1962 by General Assembly resolution 1803.

Côte d’Ivoire recognizes that ongoing Arctic territorial disputes not only have the potential to lead to conflict but have also led to non-compliance with international legal norms. Côte d’Ivoire strongly supports the use of established legal frameworks to address claims, which Côte d’Ivoire has undertaken regarding its own maritime territorial disputes, including those related to exclusive economic zones (EEZs) outside the 200 nautical miles defined by the UNCLOS. Côte d’Ivoire condemns extralegal extractive activity outside of EEZs and is aware that such activity increases the potential for negative ecological effect, especially as states employ extractive methods that prioritize speed over sustainability. Changes to an EEZ based on undersea geography must be approved by the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf (CLCS) and, until states making territorial claims receive a positive determination from the CLCS, Côte d’Ivoire would urge them to cease all commercial activities. Côte d’Ivoire is personally aware of the urgent need for the CLCS to expedite its determinations, having waited for confirmation on a claim since 2016, but affirms that both the CLCS and the International Seabed Authority should resolve claims with strict interpretation of UNCLOS. Furthermore, to ensure consistent application of international law, Côte d’Ivoire urges Arctic States to not only abandon territorial claims made using outdated norms, particularly the Sector Principle, but also accept any and all rulings from the CLCS as final.

Côte d’Ivoire favors narrow interpretations of Article 136 of UNCLOS, which established the seabed beyond the limits of national jurisdiction as the common heritage of mankind. However, Côte d’Ivoire reiterates that the international community must never limit a Member State’s ability to develop and exploit its natural resources and recognizes that the governance of national Arctic territories should stay only with Arctic States as outlined by the Kiruna Vision of the Arctic. Côte d’Ivoire commends Arctic States’ initial effort to protect the region via the 2013 Agreement on Cooperation on Marine Oil Pollution Preparedness and Response in the Arctic, but recognizes that this narrow set of commitments does not adequately reflect modern realities, especially climate change, and encourages the development of a new legally binding treaty under the auspices of the Arctic Council.

Côte d’Ivoire encourages the international community to consider not only the precedents it may set, but also the outside effects of Arctic development. As Arctic ice melts, the adaptation needs of coastal states will continually increase. To counteract this reality, Côte d’Ivoire would encourage the United Nations Development Programme to make a permanent Coastal Zone Adaptation Programme and for UNEP’s Regional Seas Programmes (RSP), including the West and Central Africa RSP, which is hosted in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire, to expand to include coastal zone adaptation support. To further halt the melting of Arctic ice and rising sea levels, developed States should also take swift action to mitigate their emissions and carry out commitments made in the Paris Agreement. Côte d’Ivoire fully believes that environmental.
2. Preventing Discrimination and Violence against Persons with Disabilities
Despite decades of international efforts, including the entry into force of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CPRD) in 2008 and the integration of disability in various aspects of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (2030 Agenda), the 16% of the global that live with disabilities continue to face poverty and social exclusion. While the Constitution of Côte d’Ivoire recognizes the rights of persons with disabilities and requires them to be supported, Côte d’Ivoire is very aware that people with disabilities in most countries lack such guarantees. Even with Côte d’Ivoire’s legal framework, limited access to finance, especially for accessible infrastructure development, means that not all disabled people can fully recognize their rights. With nearly 80% of people with disabilities living in low- and lower- middle income countries, regional and international mobilization of resources is necessary to achieve the goals laid out in the CPRD and 2030 Agenda.

Côte d’Ivoire fully recognizes the importance of multilateral instruments that collectively form the backbone of global disability protection, including the 1979 Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child, and the CRPD and its 2006 Optional Protocol. Côte d’Ivoire further recognizes the significant inter- and non-governmental work carried out by and through the International Disability Alliance (IDA) and its Global Disability Summits.
Côte d’Ivoire heartily endorses the world envisioned by the 2025 summit outcome document, the Amman- Berlin Declaration on Global Disability Inclusion, specifically one in which “all persons with disabilities, including women and children with disabilities, enjoy their civil political, social, economic, and cultural rights” and aren’t prohibited from full and effective participation in society. Côte d’Ivoire strongly believes that enabling that participation will augment development efforts by enabling all people to contribute to that development. The achievement of SDGs 4, 8, 10, 11, and 17 rely in part on that inclusion and Côte d’Ivoire agrees with the statement of the Secretariat for the CRPD, UN Enable, that the SDGs hold “a deep promise for persons with disabilities.”
Côte d’Ivoire ratified the CPRD in 2014 and, when given the opportunity, incorporated disability rights into its constitution just two years later. In 2018, Côte d’Ivoire ratified the Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Africa. Côte d’Ivoire recognizes this regional effort as a global model, especially in that it not only recognizes the rights to work and to live in the community, but also recognizes distinct cultures, including deaf culture, and the need to confront harmful cultural and religious practices as they relate to people with disabilities. Despite Côte d’Ivoire’s ardent support for and belief in the necessity of inclusion of people with disabilities, the majority of its citizens with disabilities develop them as a result of physical injury or, more commonly, after contracting a neglected tropical disease (NTD). Like most West African and many low- and lower-middle income countries, external support and resources are necessary to expand both basic accessible transportation and health infrastructure to ensure accessibility and inclusion. Côte d’Ivoire urges donor states to meet their longstanding commitment of 0.7 percent of gross national income towards official development most recently reaffirmed in the Sevilla Commitment. While expansion of disability access and health infrastructure via country-level projects operated by the United Nations Development Program or funded by the World Bank, non-governmental organizations, or regional development banks is critical, Côte d’Ivoire is fully convinced that in the absence of significant mobilization of resources, tangible progress will take several years to realize.

In addition to supporting countries in their disability inclusion efforts, Côte d’Ivoire recognizes that multilateral attention is needed to combat the discrimination and violence faced by persons with disabilities globally. Within the UN System, Côte d’Ivoire encourages the United Nations System Chief Executives Board to further operationalize the UN Disability Inclusion Strategy (UNDIS) across all UN entities, especially in peacekeeping operations and humanitarian response settings, and for the Secretary-General to prioritize appointments of people with disabilities to relevant posts. At the national level, Member States should ensure that they have adopted legislation aligning their disability policies with the CPRD and relevant regional agreements and further provide mechanisms by which people with disabilities can seek recourse if unable to realize their rights. While ensuring accessibility is challenging, Côte d’Ivoire recognizes that people with disabilities can be major contributors to development and the.
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